
Pastor’s page: “He was transfigured in their sight” 

       For ancient people the top of a hill or mountain was a place of encounter 
with the living God.  A mountaintop religious experience for me came in 1970, in 
my first year in the seminary studying for the priesthood. Some of my 
classmates had been deeply affected by the role of the Holy Spirit in their 
spirituality. This movement within the Catholic Church is called the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal. The Holy Spirit not only lived within me but also had given 
me gifts (charisms) to build up the body of Christ. My friends quoted Scripture 
passages to me, primarily from the letters of St. Paul, which referred to these 
gifts. “To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same spirit, to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each 
one individually just as the Spirit chooses.” (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 

        I began to read and pray the Scriptures in regard to the power of the Holy 
Spirit - so evident in the life of Jesus Christ. I came to understand that in 
baptism and confirmation all believers have received the power of God – 
wisdom, courage, healing, prayer in the Spirit, teaching, and more. This power is 
given to build up the body of Christ, the church. It needs to be actualized each 
day by a personal decision. What gifts have you received from God? Do you pray 
sincerely – ‘Come Holy Spirit?’ 

         The structured prayer of the Eucharist was central to my spirituality as a 
believer. But outside the Eucharist, praying with others in spontaneous prayer, 
Scripture reading, and hymns of praise, filled out a dimension of my faith life in 
a new way. I asked my classmates to pray over me for an awakening of the 
Spirit’s power as I surrendered to Christ. I felt an overwhelming sense of God’s 
love and a deep peace. 

      A recent survey entitled “Going, Going, Gone: the Dynamics of Disaffiliation 
in Young Catholics”, revealed that 36% of 18 to 24-year-olds, and 34% of 25 to 
33-year-olds have left the Catholic Church. They state that their exit is 
permanent. Where did they go? Nearly half are looking for another faith 



expression or community that meets their needs, and is not judgmental or 
disrespectful of them. Many of these disaffiliated Young Catholics are being 
drawn to nondenominational, and born-again evangelical churches (for example 
Living Faith (Baptist) in Farmingdale).  Many of these churches are Pentecostal; 
involving group prayer over one another through the ‘laying on of hands’. 

       The authors of the report identified three categories of former Catholics. 
The injured (someone who’s had negative church experiences), 2. The drifter 
someone with uncertain faith and unengaged with a faith community), and 3. 
The dissenter (someone who actively rejects or resists the church). It seems 
clear to me that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal could be a wonderful spiritual 
tool for all of us.  Injured, drifting, and dissenting Catholics may find this prayer 
engaging them. A Charismatic Prayer Group has been meeting weekly at St. 
Kilian for decades, but their numbers are dwindling. Consider participating with 
them. Wednesdays 8pm in the St. Benedict chapel.  

      If you are searching for a deeper spirituality during Lent, also consider the 
Day of Prayer for Men and Women sponsored by our parish Spirituality 
Committee. The date is Wednesday, March 7, from 10 AM to 3 PM at the 
Cenacle Retreat Center - Ronkonkoma, New York. More information is in our 
bulletin. 

      The Holy Spirit is working powerfully in our diocese. Our Bishop, John Barres, 
has recently hired Philip Mandato as the Director of the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal for Long Island. Let us pray for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
here, and in our parish of St. Kilian. 

Peace, Father Bruce 


